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DUNNOW HALL SLAIDBURN 
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GARSTANG GOLF CLUB 

 
We arrived Friday and were met by Brian, Marie and Charles. What a lovely venue it was. 
Then it was legs down and get sorted. 
In the evening, we were all invited to Brian’s awning for Marie’s 70th Birthday; they had 
prepared a lovely buffet and drinks. 
Unfortunately for us, we were told to drink! drink! drink! The punch bowl never emptied, must 
have been a barrel somewhere! 
During the evening we surprised Marie with a presentation from all the Ralliers, which brought 
tears to Marie’s eyes. 
Much later we all went back to our vans, some more sober than others. 
 
Saturday dawned, a lovely day, a group of us went off walking, whilst others enjoyed the 
sunshine. 
Jacket and Tie was the order of the day for the evening function in the Garstang Golf Club. 
This was an ideal place for our evening meal.  Photographs were taken out on the patio so 
hopefully you can see them on the website. 
About 50 ralliers, plus Marie’s Son and Daughter in law enjoyed a super meal and the evening 
entertainment by Tony Edwards and his laughing policeman (who then turned into the full 
monty) don’t know how that happened. 
As the evening progressed Brian took Marie onto the dance floor and started off the evening 
dancing. 
 
During the evening we had an early flag when Tony McAteer presented the plaques to Tony 
and Kay for co-rallying and Brian, Marie and Charles for a super rally. 
 
By 2pm on Sunday, most had headed home due to the football on telly in the afternoon. 
 
Thanks to Brian, Marie & Charles and Tony & Kay for a great weekend. 
Please do it again next year. 
 
Terry Barbara and Molly. 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wennington 
30th June – 2 nd July 

 
Wennington won –England defeated  

 
This is the 12th year that this rally has been run. Due to a Heskine family wedding, 
Pam and I ran the rally in its first year with Tony and Kay Edwards but for the past five 
years we have been unable to attend due to school outward-bound weekends. As we 
drew up to the gateway we immediately saw the changes, which have been made in 
our absence. Wennington has always been in my opinion one of the best venues, 
which North Lancashire has on its books and long may it remain. 
We were delighted to see some folks we had not seen for a while and Friday evening 
was spent relaxing and catching up on the ‘gossip.’ As we opened up the ‘heki’ on 
Saturday morning we were met with clear blue skies and decided to take a drive along 
the country lanes, which finally led us to Ingleton. The children and teenagers 
meanwhile certainly got their money’s worth, when they were taken around the 
grounds on the quad bikes.  
After lunch the rally officers had set out the boules pitches ready for the annual 
championships. The progress of the matches was halted at 3.30 p.m. as Jeff had 
arranged with the staff at Wennington Hall for the ralliers to use the main hall and a 
very large television to watch THE BIG MATCH. As the hall filled with 4 year olds to 
70+, the tension rose. Cans were opened with caution (thick pile carpet underfoot) and 
the match began. It wasn’t long before the cans had the usual effect and the cry of ‘ sit 
down, sit down’ was heard each time there was any movement in front of the big 
screen. Nigel Wood decided that he was not going to be shouted at and crawled on all 
fours back to his place; only to receive carpet burns to his knees! The ralliers were 
appreciative of the opportunity to be able to watch the match and a collection bowl 
was passed around at half time. I am sure Wennington Hall will put the proceeds to 
good use. I personally couldn’t stand the tension at the end of extra time and went 
back to my caravan. After the disappointment of the final result the barbecues came 
out and it was just a  ‘perfect evening.’ Some even managed to play a game of 
rounders, but I’m not quite sure which was the more competitive the football match or 
the game of rounders. 
On Sunday morning the Tudors showed their expertise at boules by making an almost 
clean sweep of the silverware. There were those who exercised in other ways and 
meandered down to the river with a pooch in tow. The dogs took a welcome dip and 
cooled themselves down whilst we sweltered in the heat. Later on it was human ears 
pricking up and eyes popping out when Wennington’s Gym instructor informed us that 
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he would be willing to do personal training next year. I’m therefore very surprised that 
Jeff was not inundated with envelopes for next year!   
With the option of staying on as long as we liked, many took up the opportunity as 
weekends of wall-to-wall sunshine are few and far between.  
None of us could compare a weekend’s tanning with that of Brenda and Jeff 
Chesworth who had just returned from a month in France but we were all a little less 
white on Sunday afternoon than we were on arrival.  
 
Many thanks to the rally officers; Jeff and Viv Heskine, Peter and Rachel; Nigel and 
Janet Wood and also to Tony and Rachel Roocroft for helping to set up the rally. 
 
I for one will be returning to Wennington next year as I am soon about to join the 
happy ranks of the retired and residential visits are no more! 
 
Anita Scammell 
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AMBLESIDE HOLIDAY RALLY  
  
The weather was wonderful, Wall-to-Wall sunshine, and Geoff''s intrepid band of 
walkers took full advantage of it. On Saturday twelve of them went of to Troutbeck 
Village and back via Wansfell Summit. As they returned to the field they looked more 
than slightly warm and at least one of them had an impromptu open air shower under 
Geoff's hosepipe and burning feet were cooled under the tap.( Not sure if that 
complies with health and safety regulations!!)  
  
On Sunday evening Ruth organised a quiz which was well attended. Some of the 
questions proved rather tricky and we will draw a veil over the fact that a certain ex 
Motorway Bobby wasn’t too sure of the shape of the current Stop Sign.( Not many 
were!!) 
  
Monday saw forty energetic ones off again, this time a cruise on Windermere to Wray 
Castle and a walk to the Ferry House, followed by the ferry to Bowness and steamer 
to Ambleside. The less energetic went for a nice stroll to Ambleside or a trip to the 
Garden Centre to see what our plants would look like if we were ever at home long 
enough to water them. 
  
It was as usual a Rally with something for everyone. What is nicer than just sitting in 
the sunshine drinking tea, or something stronger with old friends. Thank you to Geoff 
and Ruth and their able assistants Brian and Mary for doing all the work and we look 
forward to next year.  
  
Marion and Eric Scowcroft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
NATIONAL TRUST MEMBERSHIP FEES.  

  
Do you know, that if you are retired, aged 60 or ov er and have been a 
member of the National Trust for 5 years, then you can pay reduced 
pensioner rate. For a couple this would be £47.50p instead of £68.00p, 
contact the NT membership department for details. 
NT doesn’t seem to advertise these reduced rates ex cept on the reverse of 
the membership renewal. 

 

LOST YOUR KEY?  
A key with a Paris Key Tag was found near the Elsan Disposal Point at 
Ambleside, all enquiries to the Rally Officer. 

HAVE YOU FOUND SOME KEYS?  
A BUNCH OF KEYS WERE LOST AT THE CELEBRATION RALLY,  

Have you found them? If so, could you please hand them into any member of 
committee so they can be returned to a very grateful owner. 

 
Volkswagen Metal & Leather Fob   Alarm remote contr ol 
Standard Caravan Key     Wheel Lock 
Alko Safe Key     + several other small keys 
 



Ribblesdale  Rugby Club - Settle  
 

This was a bright and sunny morning when we set off on our journey to Settle. We were the 
first to arrive at 12.15, greeted by Richard & John who guided us onto our peg. Most of the 
other vans arrived minutes later, its great when the rally opens early this makes the weekend 
longer. This is a lovely picturesque venue set in the heart of Settle. 3-minute walk and you are 
in the town centre. Lots of good shops, pubs and even a good chip shop!!  
Come teatime there were lots of BBQ’s smoking round the field some more than others!!!!! 
Poor Brian Moxham had to close all his van windows…the Salmon Dot was cooking ended up 
smoked!!!!!!!!!  At 8pm we all went to the flag for a welcome cuppa and to chat with friends.  
Len & Evelyn Thomlinson were celebrating their 43rd Wedding Anniversary and invited all to 
their van for a celebratory glass of punch and nibbles. 
Saturday morning 23 walkers set off for their walk, David & Carol Briggs along with Bernard 
went on a 20 mile keep fit bike ride, as for the rest of us we had a leisurely stroll to the Car 
Boot sale in the village. Come afternoon and the weather changed…. it started to rain so no 
BBQ’s.  Unfortunately due to the weather the Belgium Skittles had to be cancelled at night.  At 
8pm the rain stopped and we all went to Jill & Bill Jopsons van to help them celebrate their 
200th rally, there was plenty of wine and nibbles for all to enjoy. 
Come Sunday morning we all went to the flag to catch up on rallying news and to find out who 
had won the weekend competition. 
Settle is one of our favourite rallies and when it was first run only a handful of vans booked on, 
and now there’s a waiting list as its one of the most popular venues, but now we can book 
rallies 16 weeks in advance people have lots of time to book early to avoid disappointment. 
Our thanks go to Richard, Barbara, John and Joy for a fantastic rally. 
We do appreciate all your hard work. 
Pam & Peter Sandiford.  

 
GALLABER PARK – LONG PRESTON  

 
We arrived on Friday afternoon and were welcomed by our rally officers Terry, 
Barbara, Eddie and Sue at a superb location which, if you have not already visited, 
you have missed a treat.  Gallaber Park is a well-appointed caravan site and is flat, 
tranquil and very picturesque.  On Saturday morning those of us with enough energy 
set off on the family walk led by Terry and Barbara.  (Eddie managed to avoid 
accompanying us by giving some feeble excuse).  The weather was just right for 
walking – fine and not too hot, what’s more, there was very little mud about, spoiling 
Terry’s record of always picking the wettest, boggiest route.  Naturally, near the end of 
walk the usual lot had to stop at a nearby hostelry for much deserved refreshments. 
Saturday evening saw us competing in the horseshoe competition.  If you have played 
before you will know the game involves throwing horseshoes and attempting to hook 
them round a metal stake.  The shoes are not attached to any horses but judging by 
the way some of us performed they might as well have been.  As darkness fell and the 
temperature dropped only the accomplished throwers remained (and those with infra-
red night glasses and thermal underwear).  The ladies event was won by Sheila Holt, 
with the men’s event being won by first-time ralliers, Liam Boditch.  Someone 
suggested it be made an annual event so if you fancy your chances………! 
Sunday morning flag came all too soon.  We were almost with the flag anyway, as 
sometime during Saturday evening it mysteriously disappeared from the flagpole.  
However, our intrepid rally officers tracked it down and saved the day.  This was the 
third rally organised at this delightful venue and it’s well worth a visit.  Many thanks to 
Terry, Barbara, Eddie and Sue for all their hard work in making this rally special. 
 
ANN & KEITH POOLE  
 


