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EDITORIAL

Another year has flown by and once again we
are hoping for a very enjoyable caravanning
season. Last year closed with a very
successful evening held at Wesham Village
Hall with over 80 members attending. The
Children’s Christmas Party commenced with
ice-skating in the Pleasure Beach Ice Arena
followed by a delivery of gifts from Santa
himself. Congratulations to the teenagers for
the tremendous effort to make this a success.
The New Year rally held at Breck School was
also a resounding success with a full
programme of evening entertainment.

Whilst we think of our enjoyment on our
various caravanning outings, let's also give a
little thought to our Teenagers chosen charity

this year, which is once again, “Donna’s Dream Hdus

NOTICE BOARD

A large number of items of sports equipment
still hasn't been returned following the
Northern Centres Rally, indeed, items go
missing at The National, only to reappear at
Northern Centres and other items disappear
and no doubt will return next year.

Can | please ask all the sports competitors
to check if they have any items of centre
sports equipment and if so, please return it
to Kevin Ryles.

Many thanks once again to Alan & Julie
England for their painstaking work in
collecting walnuts from their garden in
France and selling them at the Hawkshead
rally. £19.69 was raised which has been
donated to the teenagers charity.

JOBS

The Willowbank Holiday Home and Touring
Park at Ainsdale, Southport are looking to
recruit a full time active, mature couple to
assist in running and maintaining the high
standards of the park. They will join
experienced staff members.
Accommodation will be provided.

Contact lain or Tina Murray during normal
office hours on 01704 571566 or send a full
CV to the above address labelled “Private &
Confidential”

| have enclosed an article overleaf,
which was published in the Blackpool

Gazzette, kindly provided by Jean

Atkinson. This touched me when |

first read it and made me realise just
what a worthwhile charity we are once

again supporting.

Can | take this opportunity to remind

parents that after seeing some children
using motorised scooters recently,
these scooters which can potentially
travel upto 20mph or more, should be
taxed and insured and have an MOT if
appropriate, also require users to hold
a valid driving license and wear a

motorcycle helmet. Let's keep it safe

on the rally field!

Notes for Rally Officers
Can all Rally Officers please
follow the guidelines issued
with the rally packs, i.e.
forward two_ copies of all rally
forms to the Chairman, Vice-
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer
and Rally Secretary and
sufficient f orms should also be
sent to the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman for inclusion in the
Rally Field Folders.
The Treasurer should also have
all rally cheques sent to her at
least fourteen days prior to the
rally to enable cheque clearing.
Thanks




DONNA'S DREAM HOUSE

Once upon a time, a beautiful and desperatelyolling girl made three very special wishes.
She left them on a little red box at her bedsidemnstihey were found — with messages of love
for her family and her young soldier husband —raffee died on New Year's Day 1996,
Donna Curtis had turned 20. She had spent hefdastears fighting cancer. In that time,
Donna saw the suffering of many terminally ill cliién and vowed her legacy would help
them to live a little more happily in the time thiesd left.

Her parents, Len and Barbara Curtis, have madeeit tabour of love to fulfil their only
daughter’s fairytale dream — as a lasting tribatdnér courage (and if the truth be known,
theirs). Len, chairman of Blackpool's Private Himes Association admits “l was ready to
jump off a pier. My family, our business, it alliffered. It's a wonder we didn’t go under.”
Instead, they set about making the dream of thairgbter a reality, with the help of the
dedicated team of trustees.

Donna’s Dream House is a holiday home for childwdth life threatening or terminal
illnesses, situated in the heart of the town, oapeh Street, Blackpool. Once a derelict hotel,
which was volunteered by the council for a peppereent, the property is now a haven that
any child would be overwhelmed by. The keys weaaded over on Donna’s birthday and
Len and Barbara’s 35wedding anniversary, which the couple found pakidy moving.
Most of the facilities of the house have been detsads well as local businesses, hoteliers,
nightclub owners, café proprietors, shopkeepersvegiti meaning individuals who provide
help wherever possible, including raising much eeedash which helps with the ongoing
running costs of the house.

The house consists of four family apartments, ladinted rooms for absolute escapism.
Themes include Winnie the Pooh’s Den, Cartoon Warkidy Bear World and a Tangerine
room decked with Blackpool Football Club merchaadi\ll the guests are invited to enjoy
the décor of the communal rooms, including a “nae#t to believe” circus room complete
with a steam train encircling the ceiling and a dexful Disney room, bursting at the seems
with fantastic teddies, soft toys and murals. Maoys have been supplied by specialist
charities of retail outlets — such as Blackpoolisri2y shop branch. Families visiting the
house will receive a full pack of tickets for thewer, the Sea Life Centre, Tussards, fish and
chips, fast food and more, again, all kindly dodaig the town’s businesses.

As well as each family having their own “apartmetiteére is a fabulous garden area to the
rear of the house. Volunteers from The PrincesstTtaook up the challenge of designing and
constructing the barbeque patio area and thereae some huge flowers donated by the
llluminations Department. There’s a car park andsibly the most poignant room of the
house, a pretty wooden chapel-like quiet room,oseit’'s own in the grounds. Soft music
plays on entry; there are poems of remembrancets beautiful features. This is “where
children can be laid to rest, or parents can gecteam,” Len explains, with honesty born of
experience. The next phase of the house is tal laulereavement centre, where parents or
relatives can go to be with others in similar dituas — for help, or guidance or even just to
let off steam.

The Dream House encourages and sparks imaginét®how any child would imagine the
perfect holiday to be. It's full of life and laug, fun and most importantly — life. The
majority of the parents of the terminally ill chitch that visit are all too familiar with sterile
environments, serious faces and the looming cdrainwhich make each moment precious
and each day together a gift. As Len said, wiiéefamilies are enjoying their stay, the house
is about living, not dying. This charity has hedpalmost 380 families, since the original
Dream House holiday flats in Highfield Road opeied999. The heartbreaking fact is that
300 of those children have now sadly passed awa#ythle families who are left behind will
always cherish the memories from Donna’s Dream Eous

Donna Curtis was a bright, vivacious and cleverngpwoman. She knew the greatest task
that she set her parents would help them comertoastevith her death — and would help
others in a similar situation. The new Donna’sddneHouse is a tribute to her insight and
sensitivity — and to the courage of the Curtis fami



Christmas Rally
Blackpool Pleasure Beach

3-5" December 2004
We followed the illuminations along the promenade and the signs to the site,
to be greeted by the festive twinkling lights, which decorated the rally officer's
caravan. Len Wiseman greeted us and showed us to our spot on the spacious
car park. At the opening flag, new ralliers Mr & Mrs Marsden were introduced.
Some of the members then went to “The Funny Girls” but we opted for a walk
along the promenade, a first experience for Matthew.
Saturday morning saw us taking a tram ride from South Pier to Central Pier to
have a closer look at the tower and do a little shopping. We walked back in
time for the ice-skating on the Arosa rink, which had been reserved for centre
members. The group had soon been kitted
out with skates and it wasn’'t long before
they were sliding and pirouetting along the
ice — not always as intended, but very
entertaining. After the children had
assembled in the middle of the rink for a
group photograph, skating resumed and
chaos returned!
The children went straight from the skating
rink to the Funshine club for the children’s
Christmas party, which was organised by the teenage committee.
A special visitor delivered some well-
selected presents (Matthew played with his
finger football game at every opportunity).
Judging by the smiling faces and happy
chatter of the children after the party, a
good time was had by all and | would like to
thank Kathryn McAteer and the teenage
committee for giving up their time and
providing such entertainment.
Saturday evening was spent in the
Funshine Club with Len calling the numbers for the bingo (to say some of the
calls were a little bit different to the normal, was an understatement). The
children played pool and joined in the reverse bingo, supper consisted of pie,
peas and gravy.
Sunday morning saw blue skies and sunshine with the competition results
being announced at the morning flag. The children had made Christmas
cards, which had been independently judged. The adults had to match
children’s names with their celebrity parent’s names, this had proved to be a
popular quiz, and two people had all the correct answers and a random
selection had to be made to decide the winner.
Sunday lunch of roast beef, Yorkshire pudding followed by sponge pudding
and custard was provided at the Funshine club
Well done to Len Wiseman, Kevin and Denise Ryles for running a successful
event.

Ray, Rosalind and Matthew Jones




Blackpool Pleasure Beach Rally — North Lancashire &avan Club

39 _ 5" December 2004

We always look forward to the Blackpool Pleasuraderallies and this one was no
exception. Being sited on a good hard standing amtiple space for the vans makes it
an excellent winter venue.

After being welcomed and sited by Denise, we toskall along a very blustery
seafront, quite exhilarating.

Following Flagpole, a number of us were whiskedtoféee the Christmas production
of Funny Girls and were joined there by a numberasf-rallying members for a

really great evening. Not having been before, weeaoth quite apprehensive as to
what to expect, however, we were pleasantly suwegridt was really professional

with lots of amusing anecdotes and innuendo’s.rilidnt night and Great company.

Saturday morning, we set off for some retail thgrnapBlackpool. Buzzing with
shoppers and a nice festive atmosphere with seladecarations and buskers
entertaining in the streets. The afternoon wassGhas Party time for the twenty-one
children on the rally, with all the party fayrenfand games, plus traditional visit
from Santa to distribute the presents. We do aglthe Marshall's and helpers
(teenage committe@ho make this possible every year.

Ice-Skating was available during the afternoontfierenergetic and sure-footed
ralliers amongst us and was well supported.

The “Funshine Club” was almost filled to capacitythe evening when Len aided and
abetted by Denise & Kevin, did the honours for agei session. I'm sure the games
get longer each year with Lens definition of eaamber called, nevertheless was
quite amusing. Pie & Peas were served and enjoyesderyone present.

As well as the usual North Lancs information andibess, Flagpole gave everyone
the opportunity to exchange Christmas cards and gashes for the festive season.
Followed by an excellent Roast Beef lunch, servetthé “Funshine Club” for those
of us who had booked. A good finale to a firssslaally.

Sincere thanks to Len, Denise and Kevin and evergise who made the weekend
such a success.

Chris & Harry Rowen

FOR SALE
Tow bar for Citroen C5 hatch, with
single electric socket, inc buzzer.
£45.00 ono

rodgoth@lineone.net




CHRISTMAS DANCE AT WESHAM

The dance got off to a good start by being well attended. On arrival we were
offered a welcoming glass of sherry, followed shortly by an excellent buffet,
with more than enough food for everyone. The D.J. Tony then treated us to a

full and varied programme of dances.

I would like to know how John McCall swung the draw so that he won the

There were several spot
dances during the evening,
one of them being rather
novel involving the use of
spaghetti. However the
dancers proved to be up to

the challenge!

It was great to see Brenda

Birchall and Margaret

Duckworth at the dance

following their recent
bereavements.

bottle of malt whisky. It couldn’t have gone to a more eager or fitting recipient!

We all had a most enjoyable evening and it is gratifying that the event run for
so many years by Ken and Gladys is being continued.

Our grateful thanks go to Tony and Julie, Paul and Sheila, and Barbara for all
their hard work. Tony has booked the hall for next year!

Dennis Taylor

Bert's memory

Margaret and Trevor Duckworth greatly appreciate an
Officers, Committee and rallying friends for their
support and donations following the death of dear B ert.
Heartbeat have gratefully acknowledged the sum of £

d thank the
letters, cards,

420 donated in

CD’'s
A box of the Centre's CD’s went
missing from the room at the Dinner
Dance. If anyone has any CD’s they
would like to donate, please hand to
any Committee Member.

WANTED

Newish Porch Awning.
Bradcot, NR or similar.
Green & Grey preferred.

8ft high.

Please contact Paul Griezans

Email:-

paul.griezans@tiscali.co.uk

“Looking for a Bargain”




Southport Leisure Lakes, September 17 " — 19" 2004,

We arrived on Friday teatime to be greeted and sited by Kevin, ably assisted by Julie
and Tony, (Denise arriving shortly after with Mark and Jonathon).

At 8 p.m. there was an opening get together with coffee, tea and biscuits. Kevin ran
through the weekend’s activities and Centre Chairman Tony McAteer welcomed two
new ralliers to the Centre. After the normal chat and banter the evening was then left
for everyone to meet up with friends old and new.

Saturday dawned with rain, but it soon brightened up to be a glorious sunny day. At
10.30 am (not before!) the children had to report to Kevin and Denise’s caravan to
collect their competition. They had been very secretive about this! We discovered
that not only had they brought all the rally equipment but also a load of junk for the
children to be creative and build something with. We set off for Southport and
unfortunately missed the quoits and lawn darts games arranged for new and old
players. However we were back to join everyone for a very sociable barbecue. Even
the rain held off until we had finished and it was too dark to sit anymore!

Flag on Sunday was at a very leisurely 1.00p.m. Our rally marshals had been very
creative with their competitions for both young and old and everyone was a winner
who entered.

Although this rally was only attended by 17 caravans including the marshals, it was
an excellent weekend, well planned and offering something for everyone. Those that
didn’t attend missed a great weekend. Our thanks must go to Kevin, Denise, Mark
and Jonathon Ryles and their co marshals Tony and Julie McAteer for a really
enjoyable weekend.

April, Andrew and Jade Alston — Yorkshire Dales Cen  tre.

FOR SALE FOR SALE

Boys EMMELE Volcano mounta NR Balmoral - Full awning, length 17ft ( fits
bike, ideal for this seasons asanninc Avondale Dart 510 etc).  Valid reason for sale

Suit 8/12 yrs. Shimano 10 speed ge Grey with dark green trim, curtains are
oversize frame, grip swift gear char multicoloured. Awning includes the side sleeping

. . annex. Very good condition, used only a few
21lin wheels. Red metallic frame. C imes. £250 ONO.
£130 accept £30 ono.

Paul Holt Tel 07831 840582. NR porch awning. Valid reason for sale
paul.holt7 @ntlworld.com Grey with dark green trim, curtains are
multicoloured.

Very good condition, only used a few times.
£150 ONO.

Contact details:
daleheyfarm@hotmail.com

Ford Galaxy Towbar & Electrics.
3 Years Old. Excellent Condition
£50 ono

WHY NOT VIEW THIS NEWSLETTER ON THE NORTH LANCS OFFICIAL WEBSITE AND HAVE A
FULL COLOUR VERSION PROVIDED BY OUR WEBMASTER — LAWRENCE HOUGHTON

www.northlancs.com/nlcc




WINTER SOCIALS XMAS PARTY

After having an excellent year caravanning with North Lancs and friends, what
better way than continue our friendship, than go on the winter socials held at
Freckleton village hall.

Barbara & | dusted down our dancing shoes and met up with friends old &
new. The evenings are a chance to perhaps go through the paces and learn
some of the old favourites and some line dancing steps and music that Dennis
Taylor brings along.
The evening is not
just about dancing,
but a chance to have
a chat and be with
friends, have a bite to
eat, always an
excellent table put out
by Julie McAteer,
Sheila Holt, Barbara
Beardsworth and
friends
The DJ on all these
socials is our very
own Tony  Fluff
McAteer  who is
getting in to the
groove.

On the 8" December we had our own Christmas party, which was well
attended, with a competition for the best novelty Christmas hats, the winner of
the ladies hat was a rather splendid affair and was positively regal made and
worn by Shirley Griffiths

The winner of the men’s novelty hat was “built’ and worn by Bernard Bolton
Harry Robinson ably ran the bar and the ladies of the committee again
provided an excellent buffet.

An excellent table of raffle prizes were provided by the partygoers and by
popular demand Les & Pat Bowers spun the discs and organised the games,
with spot prizes plus some high-tech bingo! Les & Pat have now gone to
sunnier climates to recuperate?

We have a few more socials to attend this year and we are looking forward to
another excellent year caravanning with a wide and varied programme of
rallies to look forward to, perhaps you could join us this next autumn at the
winter socials, why not pencil it in your new diary now!

Peter & Barbara Wilson



XMAS DANCE — WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 11/12/04

This year was the first time our Chairman and his lady, Tony and Julie
organized the Xmas dance. It was well supported by approximately 80
people with a prompt start at 7-30 with an excellent buffet and dancing,
finishing at 11.30pm. Sherry reception to start the evening followed by spot
prizes and a lucky draw, plus of course a bar. Talking to other ralliers, it
would seem that only 2 or 3 people did not turn up. (Possibly through illness?)

On the Wednesday evening following the dance, we received a phone call
from Mrs Monica Cox which went something like this: - Jean, is this a posh do,
or fancy dress on Saturday, because | have just been out and treated myself
to a new skirt, blouse and shoes and Tony has bought a new suit, because he
says he is sure that “turnips” are out of fashion now?

Totally taken back by Monica’s outburst, | laughed and said “Monica, the
dance was last weekend”. But it can’t be said Monica, because Tony has put
a ring round the 18™ December on the calendar. | will kill him, this is just
typical of Tony, never mind, | only hope he doesn’t forget our Golden Wedding
on the 12" February.

The Cox’s family have been members of North Lancs. Centre over 30 years,
they have five daughters, four of which have caravans and rally with there
own outfits.

They are now able to field a boy’s five-a-side football team plus reserves, with
no trouble! The nickname for this family was “Cox’s Lancs” for all the time
and effort this family put into the North Lancashire Centre and still do.

Tony, Monica, Christine, Francis, Pauline, Helen, Louise and partners and
families. Happy caravanning for 2005

Happy caravanning for 2005.

John & Jean Atkinson and all your friends at N.L.C. C

SPECIAL EVENTS AND CELEBRATION RALLIES WITHIN THETNERN REGION

" 1$
% & I T TE
*$+
) ! )
* ! % I 1 -1 ]S,
| 1

% * 0 g+ Lo $ 3
N2 ,
y .

T /

* n2 ! /

) 45 7 & 1 N2



NEW YEAR RALLY — BRECK SCHOOL
POULTON-LE-FYLDE

After a hectic Christmas, we set off for a relaxiegw Year’s Rally, oh what a hope,
we were entertained and looked after for four wohdi@ights by our Rally Officers,
Nigel & Janet, Geoff & Viv, Tony & Kay and theirrfalies.

After all the vans had been sited

good hard standing, we were give

our envelopes, what a programme

events had been planned for o

enjoyment. Wednesday night w

chatted to friends. Janet's sistt

throughout the evening held a goc

quiz. Christine & Richard Speechle

celebrated their 3D rally, they

provided wine, beer, etc., and

variety of nibbles which was ven

acceptable. Later in the evenir

juicy beef sandwiches, doughnuts and mince pigswbee prepared by our lady chef
Kay, very much enjoyed by all. We were requestefbie the Rally to try and put
together an album of photographs of rallies we dtéehded over the years, these were
passed around, there were many giggles, and ggeskimwas who.

Thursday was a lovely spring day, ralliers went tutthe sales and walking etc.
Round about tea time a quietness came over evergvaseveryone was preparing
their fancy dress outfits for our “Sound of Musimght. What a fantastic event, our
rally officers had prepared the film, the audiend® had all dressed for the occasion
participating in the singing, plenty of laughs &nfu Our supper of Schnitzel &

Noodles was prepared by the nuns in the Convenhéxit, delicious apple strudel

complemented the occasion, weary revellers retumoetheir caravan cells after

dancing the rest of the evening away.

A rather cold but dry day started our New Year® EV he evening started early with
a buffet which was better than any 5 star hotelc&cpuovide. The rally officers had
worked hard all day providing mouth watering sawesirand sweets it was truly
splendid. On what a night, early morning bacortiesitwere served at 1.30am, this
completed the end of 2004 and the beginning of 2005

At round about 11.00am the following day a few pgeagmerged, we all agreed we
had enjoyed an evening to be remembered but we stidirdooking forward to yet
another night of entertainment, games for yound, ,ohn easy quiz, four beautiful
“ladies” called in to kept us laughing. The evenooncluded with dancing to music
played by our D.J. Tony who had never ceased t& &ond compere each night of the
rally, he was wonderful. We will all remember dime together for many a day to
come.

Well done,

Brian, Marie & Charles Taylor



CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR WITH A DIFFERENCE!

A notice in the C.C. magazine in December 2004 invited us to “experience
Christmas and the New Year on the Dordogne, with Caravan Safari Holidays”.
It sounded intriguing so we took up the invitation and travelled to St. Genies;
leaving home on Saturday 18 December, we took the ferry to Caen overnight,
then on to Chateauroux for the night of 19", when we actually had frost, and
on waking, found everything frozen solid, including the cars! We arrived in St.
Genies about 2 p.m., so it was a lengthy journey. On arrival each caravan
was given a “Sapin de Noel” to decorate with lights etc., so the whole place
took on a fairy tale experience.

That evening a welcome meal was provided in the on-site restaurant which
meant we could relax over Tuesday and Wednesday, which we used for r and
r and stocking up on essential provisions, like wine etc. etc.

On Thursday a coach took us to 2 chateaux to taste their wine and buy if we
wished, lunch being provided on the way. On Christmas Eve, a turkey dinner
was provided on site and each guest had a dip in the Bran Tub.

By Christmas morning, | was beginning to feel rather homesick but the special
Christmas Lunch in nearby Montignac, which, in true French style lasted
nearly 3 hours, soon put paid to that! On the Sunday, we had a healthy and
appetite-promoting walk, followed by lunch in the onsite restaurant, then
followed by a rest! We had a further two days at leisure with an optional gas
light tour of Sarlat, again with dinner.

At lunchtime on 28 December, we were treated to a BBQ, which, due to the
inclement weather, we ate indoors! On 30 December we visited the caves at
Lascaux, where a Frenchman with a very strong accent told us the story of the
discovery of the caves and the construction of “Lascaux II”, built to save the
original from gradual destruction by, amongst other things, the breath of all the
tourists who visit! We had lunch in Montignac and then followed the
remainder of the “off the beaten track” tour by car. Happy to say we all arrived
home safe and sound.

On the night of St.
Sylvestre (New
Year’'s Eve to you)
we had a lengthy,
extravagant and
most enjoyable
celebration of New
Year’'s Eve, which
brought the holiday
almost to its end.
The final meal was
a buffet, again on-
site, when each
couple was given a
pack containing 2
wine glasses and a



superior bottle of wine, and we had the opportunity to say final goodbyes and
promises to meet again.

The weather — well it could have been better. Too much like home really, and
having been promised cold nights and cold bright days, more than a bit
disappointing. It became a common sight to see “glammed up” ladies and
suited gents walking to the restaurant or coach wearing rubber gardening
clogs and carrying lighter footwear in Asda, Sainsbury or Champion carrier
bags!

And being away for Christmas and New Year? It certainly was a new
experience for us, which we found to be extremely enjoyable and very well
organised by Philip and Gill Davies (of Caravan Safari Holidays) and Alan and
Jane Leslie, of South Essex centre. From preliminary advertising (C.C.
magazine Holiday Rallies) the Christmas Safari 2005 will be to Germany

David & Barbara Hayes

CENTRE CHARITY

IF ANYONE HAS A PARTICULAR CHARITY THEY WOULD LIKE
THE CENTRE TO SUPPORT DURING 2006, WILL YOU PLEASE
MAKE YOUR SUGGESTION TO ANY MEMBER OF THE
COMMITTEE WITH ANY SUPPORTING INFORMATION, WHICH
MAY SUPPORT THE SUGGESTION?
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